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CHTLjuns a8ismobaibamen Gaflaliusn@n CubmE CanBHmpe0 Cousmi(BLb.

SLW  FHUTH  meuLmIBT WLHGIL GOoelwsd QBTLIUTE  FlbUsIEIGS sunH0sBHUCUTH
CaTLTummb GFwIglssmeni Uy UL aleonm Guray SIS0 CLPEVLD &L FOWnsiimhE, /
BoulumenGTHUmBE —2mEGAILOUTHDI  DisVsVE unHUOUTsITy  gBUBsitensTes  Gaflweufls
6i5s wipsGILIfLOGhED S6sEEsm o el 69 / QEULIILNSHE Sioass)
oML & [BDIUSIHSEHD HIFNGSWIGMND FTHFWIDTSND BLbHEH CsTsiems Geuenii(BLD.

FRnBuBueuistat oeveogm Ursw wHAN SieuTEGamm  DiEdS FTRSSHDH6  DienFgiaCsnt
QHTLTYUGSEHD Dpfued HMHmHSHIGSHMST | QBT6ImBHMEN CeuslLLBHHSHH CHTensubaet 8 /
aunGlenmedl Baspsdlasnen seu] Frihs owdusy sl Auls Papsdleamies SHmaisHen Csusmpi.
AN, JSHDOBHITN SHBHMBH OBTewiL b &L Asefs SHMVUTHEHHGID  DHDEHF
FONEN  BBPFHHmen  aUpBIGDH GoustiBlD. SFsH oM HHisEHD 26 alpsHFe DmasHg
adws sl dlsa /| Caulutmisenéds lGagl  BhijsTamsiBmen aupemIG  Burgip, &L ds
Sl Lmisen uBflu onfisamssemen GeusflulGdlem Gurgsid #uw SIBHMBUID &0 2 _Flenoenuwiuid
BUIPMIGHHED  Beusmi(HiD.

sTeUBIEID  Geul LTeMOYTHEUmHS —Disve0SHI  Beul LiTeniSeir uVGhES ollbag  Seusid OFansHs)
Sieuen)  abGelbSlan alssHe DevevsH Gaum  Geul LTSTETTEHE unFassUuBasan  oflgseso
SUTENENEVED BTVHMS DisLVHI GFUIAL LSS flmssaisy B Hsmensd GNSHOSTHIHGHHE0 Snl_THl.

Capisedey G iguiBalsim Gsul LrsnOyTmeuflsn GauBrsmw 2HG6bBD FQUISTE Si0e0SH Goumy
Goul LmsnGyTmeusHy UTHULSGL LUBHSHS SQUBT alHHEH0 SiJF SDIVIUTHENTE0 L THBHLILBLD
o _anbell, Ghjsneusodsi  Gureim pepsdlsmen  iFsmn  Celamsud  WwBGID gl /
QEMUILLSF CFUIsIHBHIID SINNBHE DaL_SHISHETHL sallHgid Cbmsitensd GCauamiBLb.

afwed  eflwmisst  OHTLIUNS  GFULILGS D 260G BHIHCIB  OBTLjyusmLw  Gugs
HVHBHIMIWTLs0B6TM60 URIGsBUMTHMENS BCHIHOHBHEBD CuTg) SimaHH @evhHFTeilisy o &
BimsusihisEnn 2 amenowns  GurliguiGasims SMASSH  HIUUSSHEHSGID  BUIMLOTS
BL HHICET6TEN Gousmi(HGILoLICHN (), BB HHN] H6ThdHE, UTSLEUTEICBHBUL TS allHH 60
Grbiy & eai6m60 GIBBIULGHSH0 Geusmir(BLD. g CHemID BawFfuisd : I3 Y: OlsTeiasleim
WEAUCITHUGSS o flu  Gomfl  yevsmio STUIULTHIL S&H  DUMBBSHU UTHIY  gBULEH
saQueum HawsFdlenw OBYIUGSHSS L. DFaH o Hhissis0 Cristamsusmen  GsusfuiGio
Gurgl Gmfil yevsnwulsieno savbgemyun efsd ssubg Oarsialen ordlusiaundee urdisnu
JBUBSHHHHHHUTH) OFWBUGBHED Fal_MH|. Gaefsubm, yfibs ©lsmsiten (WPYwITs
alaiTassilamimoal  QUBLILLL  HHe0HmsT GeveiuiliLayd  sLng. o mF Gauig Osrsien
Wwns  seosos Geil Ufleysefleniulsd  Geumitijswiysnsy IBUGSSBIRUW  allHHIe0  DisLS
oBwBy el wksms  GesfulGaudelmhs seliba) OBTENEHOTH SeVbHH CBTanGauTaHEnsha
HEVHSIENTUITL 6\l65t S4T1bLUSHFH BB Uy fssone SilellgHHs0 Gouswi HOILOsILICHTH,
HObSHIDIUTLeT6  @emLullsd  SisieuTmren  (pOBWIBH QewpuTeLrey G bGumoTu s,
DapFdlamn QL BnibsHe GouemiBLb.

CpTmeuGLd] apsuld ellamabsEnn HEaESEHL CUDILL [ BLISSULBE D BapsFfloatsn Gumz,
DDNMSHIH  OCBHTLJuTeTTHBEnsEGL  uiselsn  sflambsssiGsor IVl (perbiomfeyseriiGson
2_eNenL S&SUUL Bsiten il Wkisel  sisnaumuisnid  Fwiome FHSTULIMIGET  auPBRISILLE  CousiBib.
SbBapFFssien Fopmens sam0HE SBBBPFABMN  BLISHID DIDDHE  DIEEUO] B(EThLD
SUNSE  FnTIHe0 Beusui(BLb.

sIbZHBeut] BevbHyeicd DDV DIFH oo & Poeuasde  sellstenGynmay, usfiumst Fsou
DIMBSHHOTTHeUT  Disvevgd  GUITDILILOSHS a1l sallWeonsnOyTmeu] SHwed  BLsugbamesasd
Wopywns  FBUTH  Ceremisumasimile, oibsms  FEUTH Floplemeowmsn  GFuig  Hmib
dysemmseisn g6 / gefluglenul uUTHasssF GG fbssoamansd CHbmelss aHeuTs
SIIOWEOTID.  UHEVTE0  DIsUSUTHTN  FHSTULGEsT0  Bpsumd el wkiHman 15 13152631 5,35 591
paETmwsBHeudsHe]  SibhH  CHETTUSBHETE  SUQHH  ALsLD BaIpFfda  qpsiany o flu
IV B6iT /| 2sfijsented SiflellbasiiuLsd CouswiBio.
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amssfleéeiulL. opflus  sldowrsnlenr  (pHSW  usalowndiens  (Hemevaui,  SHellFmemi,
Ggwsvneny, Gapdlw siemwolumsny, GQurmenneny, UFsls SHmevsu], 2 U Hemeveuy, HAGyLL g5
HMEVEU]  DIVEVHI DHBGF  FOOTH  JHSMID  COemewi) eudldAsim  BUGITmeN]  om &
BimeusnGlotsiiisd usmillunen] senugh Semeveu], UsKIULTE] &L DmsHBeT, 1IgH0 BlenmCaubm
/[ dgsw  wAflwuy  Gureim  (péHHL  ugelCwnsienn  auds@Gn  Burdl  SiBBUT  gCsSEID
Capjmlevmanmisy  Geulumemgmal  GurluiGeummuis odevd S (WSS uSeIGWINsID
auBEGID &4 CHimelsd CrIure oisbeg SmsSsflesiul L wesrssilwnsl Gurigui@Gwruiss
DHCHTHL BMVHCEGTANET ieuj 2 & BimsusAnGIu uselulsd (Wbuprwrs FHUBMmSS
selljbdl  Osneiensd  GeusiiGo. Guweud g8sein  Caisbsorsnisd  GuIC UG &L fQuimsins
Wasslw  uFHalownsienn auBbGL  BUCTmH] Svengl BoHTHels  Gsulumsnyrsl  GuIluiBn
BUGITmeN] HCHIHL BTevsbsBelayst  GHTemevssT dl  wBmID  eunbemed o skissilsy
Sipdlwed  gnjuten Bapsdlemen CBBILILGSHINS N GHE HalibHHmEs CauamiBOLHTLCHTEH, &FH
os_sGloTemlsd BybHsy uswiuisd FRULRGUUIYTUIST sl HHADTL TS SHigH ATHWD FTyume
BYFHuBsT [/ Syeuemmba ssiuaieuBenml ysfliugealmbaid sHelijbe Gsrsisnsy GousmiHib.

gCHaGIony om & BimeusibHennsd FOFUNGELIUGHGT BehSHMTWTLe060 Ssvevg GFsuaiuisd
uRGUDD sl ACwram  /  BUGITGEU] LEIGSEB  FHSTULCLIETND  WHmD  DisusuTH
WDHILUSBHTEN  HTJUIBRIEDET  (LPHIMEUHHTSH FhHHIULSH0 20 & HHDIUTHHMTED  DSHHMELL
s fbE [/ pumsE asHuitCrsn gouLTs aldsds CFuBLESHH CoumiB. DiHHMBL
Fhpuumdsisy  Caubmis  sFHojCwnsisnms ST Beud  Gumssim  BTL&sU  urssllufsoms
2 HBEHHGL  uHeors  CHIgwrs  wBEL  aelw  SfelHBCeTEINE  PsID  BEVHS
Glasmsenmeniosnit GleusfiuBHHIUGH CUTTHSHHLONGD.

shdHHIG SeiUGUTENE  (igaysemen @Beosdyefiusy 2 s 2w s  sfugiymsuisd
SIVVH DFFE 2o s0wranisy LjsfléSamall S35 EEHHHIS SillmU BLISHW Dol
2V (WPaULGHSD,  Slued  GuIpIiyelssUILLL LB ASHETE BHF QHGSB  euphdu
Blmsusiid Sis0eGl BUJ, LWAHLESSUULL  ndflsefisn sebisflbms, SamsaisEl om0 WBHID
BNHHe0 LemlUTDEL BT ST asiuen GOEUILLUL6Y CouswiB. SHSHSHS SSHL BLISBOLL L
FHHIULSSHe0 Blevallw WwHSST S&HSHSH WIHHTD @ s GeusflEsTamyiul BsrmGssa el /
esiluruuTeny GUUUIGHe0 CoussiBLD.

Cumiyuibslam  Cou urenGynmeuflenmsd  Goum &L ACwrslen  /  GuoGeunsinilen  Disvsua
siPsalFownamfsa [/ Guwosuamsn Gl utenOyrmeuflsn Coubpflenw omEGlsHES  HmQUSTS
GewsluIL UGS BHSHBHsn  LHgFFmyn CFuiusaLTsl. jsfleHssd salns.

Cajpevmst  ymembGy [/ CoHIsevmst  Sememwumenflentsd  eupmISILGD SIIDHS!  CPSVLDITED
SDOHUTHT  uTHOBBUL  HWSHBEsT  S0EH  DEHFO  euThSeIIL  Mlemevidhenisi
YsmaLULIL 1D ig&HH60, ARG ES Sn_Fobemen s1(HHFH6V (eMigBuum) STEOTLIGHT
HOLOFIULUL BelTenBTed  Sisueut  OFuHelmbs FHe  omsalusoTmisenn  Helfha
Oansiensd  GousmBGLALCHTH, &FLLaACITHWNS aBRGHILUBD UmsUULRSEsT /[ SrOemmefds
N Fsmen  (algbur) usdflmasaisy jsfisses wBBL GeousHralusd sm shssisn el /
QafluuIiys  Gauimsd asiuaBoD Salibs Cetsisnsd GaueiBh. Signd GuBDE OoTeHL Se
dsiien], GupUUGSSD &1 Fsenmuisin, e / @efiugiys Gsuwiu  Gausbguwis BGsiyHe0
BlenmeUsHLbHH6H LIS TELD.

(psiiemsiil  FHSHTULRGsTE el / @efluFiulULL  S60hHISHIWNL 0SS,  elleuTHRiHsi LOBMID
SIHHMBLLI BB D& & B6i (WpaHeSWwsumens CapiHev S HABE, (PSR TED 48
wenllHmetisens@st et 9o  /  geflugiysd GewaBst  GeusfulBGauBst  amLig.
CaisHevaensGfste sl sl / o utmijsefs UyFsm mLsugbmessiso gdwsd L Hssi
i@ Gaulunsnjsaflamsd GausfluBGHBILLL  CETsTnsSsT LBHID aTEGBIHST  CHILiTUTS
auTEBTan]  BhBlomeoulelmhs SHSICBES  (PRBHUTE  SDWHUTE G PHameGLLITEND
WECHBULS BRSBDE WHN]  FILBHSHNG (PHBLOTHOTD, WIHEEEUS HMSHHE
(psitsn]  spwHwnen  sreoGnsmrs  (UyFemy  oeussalalmha  SalibHmss  Geusiigul
STVOLTADTS) FLLHHTe0 alFHbBULL[Boiten (48 wenilHHUTsAnEsT) CoHisGun®E GHm jLsmLw
SHEVHGINTLLTL 60, SUI H6M 6UT HRIGH6IT, T HHB SII6N HHEVBH6IT ST60ILIGUMENDLI (W) 2: 2: 30 (1)
CFwagalmban GeasfulBagelmbain 2m & Bmeusamsst SalibsmssHs Gsuem(HLb.
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Bepfw S, Csflus Osmg, Fow Ha@mds, Fowd OCBMH6T, FWOWS GJ6u]Here
FoHHmimsil, 2 meulLLmissT  slsiuauBmB S /| G Sievevg Ceulumen] ems@GellLHHTS
Sie000FH  UTANILSGL UBSSSHE goeuten alssHs Trafess osveg oo /[ gefugiys
QFUIHED FalTHl. SEUUTHIIMEUSEET 2 _6TeM SSUULL  plelssevmenst sl [/  gefiluglysF
CEFWIHD Fal TFHI.

Gumaiwmen  smbHIBHen [ GFLFHsemen  GeuelluliBGsed  GaTLFuTe  (WrpUGLITHILEHUULD
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ol & QUpHd OmpMiseT wBpI eufsTl G OB SEHHE @maansad Seval  BBUULTS
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oF oM & DHimeuahissiiey Sl dsel [ Guddst [/ Gaulunsniseilen oms@GalUUbsBTE  DJF
SHABBET DD HHwrhsmenl UwSHUBGSSHINSE USCSTEUSTD DFFwsoamoiysh HmbHHHe
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gousmLwell G walls o flemw meusGuwelst  SmSHHBHT [/ UflbSHingsst  DITUIHS
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A Re-issue in view of the Parliamentary General Election 2015

Media Guidelines to be Followed /Policies to be Observed

by the Electronic and Print Media during a Referendum or an Election

In terms of provisions in the Article 23 (5) (a) of the 19" Amendment to the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka and in particular, to ensure rightful exercise
of franchise and a free and fair election or referendum, following guidelines are issued by
the Commissioner of Elections / Election Commission, to be followed by all electronic and

print media institutions and personnel involved.

All telecasting, broadcasting and print media shall be neutral and impartial in their
reporting of election related matters and shall not discriminate any contesting political
party / independent group or a candidate, in allocating airtime and allotting space in the

newspapers.

All media institutions shall provide accurate, balanced and impartial information in
broadcasting/ televising their news bulletins and other programmes relating to political
matters. The neutrality and impartiality of media shall be monitored by the Standing
Committee of Permanent Representatives on Elections Complaints and the Standing

Committee of Permanent Representatives on Media Guidelines regularly.

Sometimes, the editorial opinions may seem confused and biased and therefore, electronic
media are urged not to broadcast/telecast such opinions. However, if such editorial
opinion is broadcast/ televised/ published, the affected party should be given opportunity

to broadcast/ telecast/ publish material to counter such opinion.

Programme presenters and announcers of television and radio channels respectively,
should refrain from expressing personal views at the newspaper desks where newspaper
headlines and cartoons are presented, since such views may promote one party with

prejudice to another.

It is the responsibility of the news and current affairs divisions of all electronic and print

media institutions not to broadcast/ televise/publish any programme or supplement
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during the election period, if such programme/supplement/news items are illegal or

biased.

If any material is broadcast/ televised/published covering an incident or an event with
comments of one candidate, all other political parties that have an interest on the event
or are concerned, or are likely to be affected, should also be given opportunity to express

their version in the same news item or programme or at another occasion.

All documentary programmes or special programmes which are directly connected with
the election and broadcast/ televised during the period of election, should disclose the
names of the script writer, announcer and the editor. If the particular media institution
has retained the right not to disclose same, the person in charge of the programme should

be held responsible for its contents.

Air time of any programme or news bulletin should not be utilized for unsubstantiated
allegations against candidates contesting at an election that cannot be reasonably proved.
If a candidate or a political party claims that another candidate or a supporter has made
any false statement against him/her/party, opportunity should be availed of to

him/her/ party to counter same.

When airing/ publishing news or programmes which are not related to the election, such
as official functions and events related to crimes, all media institutions should consult the
parties involved for clarity, since such news/ programmes could promote or demote some

candidate or a party.

Coverage given by the Radio or Television to opinions/ views expressed by the President
or Prime Minister or Ministers should be treated as a coverage given to the political party
to which he/ she belongs and therefore leaders of rival political parties contesting the
election should also be given opportunity in similar programmes. The print media
should similarly provide equal space and prominence to all political parties/ candidates

in publishing special discussions and reporting campaign meetings.
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Special favours should not be given in air time or in the print media to one or more

candidates to promote his/her/ their election or to cause disadvantage to another.

Refrain from publishing or broadcasting lectures, interviews, etc. with public officers

which promote any contesting candidate or cause disadvantage to other candidates.

All electronic media institutions should act fairly in selecting participants for panel
discussions and as such, the composition of the discussion should be balanced. They
should refrain from directing programmes to cause disadvantage to any representative
who has poor language proficiency. When publishing interviews of politicians with poor
language proficiency, print media shall not create uncomfortable situations to them.
Information obtained through vague and incomprehensible questions should not be
published, or such questions should never be asked. At the outset, the participant in the
programme should be warned not to make statements which are unethical or harmful to
the communal harmony, and if such statements are made while the discussion is in

progress, the programme should be discontinued then and there.

All phone-in programmes should give fair opportunity for all callers irrespective of the
content of their questions or contributions. Directors, moderators and others engaged in
organizing such phone-in programmes should be answerable for imbalanced phone-in

programmes.

[f any Chairperson, Member of the Board of Management, Directors or a responsible
journalist of any electronic or print media institution actively engages in political
activities, such activities cause conflict of interest in balanced broadcasting/ publishing.
Hence, such officers/ employees shall inform of the following in writing in advance to

the management of the institution.

a. His/her level of involvement,
b. Position held in the institution,
C. Extent of involvement in programme making

When an individual holding a leading post in a recognized political party (Leader,

Chairman, Secretary, National Organizer, Treasurer, Deputy Leader, Assistant Leader,
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Senior Deputy Chairman or a post with similar powers) and holding a dominant office
such as the Chairman/ Member of the Board of Directors, Chief Executive/ Chief Editor
in a media institution, and if he/she is a candidate at the election or if his/ her party is
contesting directly or under a recognized alliance, such person should refrain from
actively engaging in duties of his/ her post of the media institution. If such person is
contesting as a candidate while holding office in a contesting party at an election, he / she
should refrain from anchoring/moderating programmes of a political nature in television
or broadcasting institution and in the case of print media he / she should not publish

his/ her own political articles through that media institution.

When a person/ a representative of a party refuses to participate at a discussion or
interview and chooses not to offer reasons for his/her absence, the media institution shall
respect his/her position. Drama-like situations such as displaying of an empty chair etc.,
should not be employed to underline a refusal. It is encouraged to make a simple and

direct announcement on the absence of the participant. .

A broadcaster who broadcasts or print media that publishes the result of an opinion poll,
should announce the name of the organization that conducted the poll, the organization
or the person that commissioned and funded the poll, methodology employed, the size of
the sample, margin of error and the period of fieldwork. In addition the broadcaster or
publisher should state that the poll reflects the public opinion only at the time of the poll

was taken.

No statement where a candidate promotes candidature of another contestant of another

party or group be broadcast, telecast or published.

Media personnel should not engage in taking photographs or videoing of the inside of
polling stations or postal voting centres as the Commissioner of Elections / Election
Commission has prohibited such activities without written consent. Any photographs or
video visuals obtained illegally should not be published in newspapers, televised or
promoted through any media. Even the photographs and visuals obtained with the

approval of the Commissioner, should be published or televised only after the poll.
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It is considered vital that a period of silence prevails just before the date of poll to enable
the voter to contemplate and consider the pros and cons of various policies announced
and promises made by political parties and candidates during the election campaign. The
media shall refrain from televising broadcasting or publishing discussions, debates,
advertisements, etc. related to the election during the period of silence (period of
refraining from carrying out propaganda), enacted by law (48 hours), prior to thedate of

an election.

Refrain from broadcasting/ telecasting/ publishing propaganda that may create or
induce hatred and intolerance among Sri Lankan people on various grounds including
the religious beliefs, faiths practised, languages spoken, ethnicity, customs and castes

prevailing in Sri Lanka.

Avoid broadcasting/ telecasting/ publishing propaganda activities that promote hateful

politics among political activists and within the society.

Refrain from republishing or repeat telecasting of statements expressed previously by a
candidate or a supporter about another candidate, without the consent of the declarant
and honour the request made by a declarant not to repeat such statements made by

him/her previously.

Media institutions shall not give coverage to anonymous notices or propaganda and to
the notices or propaganda under the names of fake organizations or persons. The

responsibility in this regard shall lie with the respective media institution.

National Anthem, National Flag, religious symbols, religious flags, paintings or
photograph of founders of religions or religious leaders shall not be published or
broadcast to promote or demote the candidature of a candidate or a party/group. Notices

or advertisements of such nature shall not be broadcast/ televised / published.

Media institutions shall be accountable with regard to publishing/ broadcasting/
televising incorrect statements/news and they will be subject to legal implications that

would arise in this regard.



28 It is the responsibility of all electronic / print media institutions to adhere and abide by

29

30

31

34

the moral ethics of media.

According to the 19t Amendment to the Constitution, the use of state property and
funds by state media institutions to promote political parties/ groups/ candidates is
illegal and it is also an offence to cause loss to the government revenue and act to cause
damage to the institution. All government and semi government media institutions shall
refrain from engaging in such activities as disciplinary action could be instituted on those

responsible, in addition to the punishments prescribed in the Constitution.

It is expected that the proprietors of all electronic and print media shall adhere to the

guidelines given above and that they ensure their institutions observe them earnestly.

It is also expected that the administrators of social media sites shall also follow the above

guidelines as applicable to them, during the election period.

[t is not only the duty, but also the responsibility of the proprietors of media institutions
and administrators/ users of social media to adhere to the above guidelines, because it is

quintessential to follow them during the election period.

A Standing Committee comprising of the representatives of Human Rights Commission
of Sri Lanka, Department of Elections, Ministry of Media, electronic media institutions,
print media institutions, and other relevant institutions will be established to direct,
observe and monitor the implementation of these guidelines . Implementation of these

guidelines will be by consensus of this Committee.

The Standing Committee comprising of permanent representatives of political parties, the
Coordinating Officers of the National Centre for Investigation of Election Complaints and
representatives of Observer Organizations recognised by the Commissioner of Elections,
will intervene in the issues arising in the implementation of the guidelines and express
their views and recommendations. Their views and recommendations shall be considered
by the Standing Committee for Media guidelines comprising of officers of the

Department of Elections, representatives of Ministry of Media and Department of



Information, along with the views/observations of the Human Rights Commission of Sri

Lanka and shall make decisions. Media institutions shall act according to these decisions.

35 Media institution or any journalist is not bound to publish or broadcast, any order or a
request, made by a political party/ a candidate, violating the aforesaid guidelines. At

such instances such institution or the journalist has the right to seek legal assistance.

These media guidelines are issued to create a conducive environment for a free and fair
election. It is, therefore, the responsibility of all political parties, independent groups, and

political activists, election observer organizations, civil society organizations and every citizen of this
country to support media institutions to implement them and to prevent obstructions in the
implementation of same. Hence, the Election Commission, the Commissioner of Elections anticipates
all concerned parties will extend their cooperation to all media institutions to act according to these

media guidelines.

NB: Please note that these Media Guidelines drafted on the basis of the guidelines issued at the
previous elections, were presented to the Heads of Media Institutions. Thereafter, the draft
was discussed with the permanent representatives nominated by Heads of Media
Institutions. The current Guidelines are issued after consensus arrived at, after the

deliberations at these discussions.
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